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Disclaimer
The sole purpose of this text is to educate.  Neither the author nor 
publisher warrant that the information contained herein is fully 
complete and shall not be responsible for errors or omissions.  The 
author and publisher shall have neither liability nor responsibility 
to any person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused, or 
alleged to be caused, directly or indirectly by either use or misuse 
of the information contained within the following pages.

If you choose to not be bound by the above disclaimer, please return 
this e-Book immediately for a full refund (must be returned within  1 
hour of purchase).     
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Message From The Central Sterile Processing 
Initiative Director

Thank you for downloading this 
report on the future of sterile 
processing education and 
training.

Sterile processing, as a field 
within health care, is currently 
in a state of flux.  Much is 
demanded and expected of the 
department though the field of 
sterile processing often lacks 
the respect that it deserves and 
its technicians are, just as 
often, not compensated as they 
should be.

The field isn't going to change 
for us.  If it is to change we, 
as a profession, are going to 
have to take initiative on our 
own, set some clear goals, and 
begin corporately working toward 
those goals.

One of the first things that we 
should be doing is, as leaders in 
the field, begin rethinking our 
educational platforms so that we 
can reach more of our peers and 
begin to raise the standard.  We 
have been doing the same things 
for years and, though there are 
clear successes, we can do 
better.

I submit that the very first step 
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is education.  More of it, better 
quality eduction, that is 
affordable and well within the 
reach of all sterile processing 
technicians.      

Thank you, enjoy the report, and 
I am always just an e-mail away 
if you have questions or need my 
assistance.

Most Sincerely,
Shane Huey, Director     
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The Future of Sterile Processing Education: Online 
Training

Currently, the sterile processing professional is one of the most 
under recognized and underpaid of the clinical technicians in the 
modern health care setting.  This is a very sad state of affairs when 
one considers the importance of the role of the sterile processing 
technician in the hospital and surgery center setting.  Quite 
literally, no direct patient care providing medical center can 
function without them!

It is unlikely that hospital administrators will come to an epiphany 
on their own with respect to the profession within their respective 
facilities and seek to reach down and help elevate the sterile 
processing department and, subsequently, its technicians.  It is, in 
pretty much any endeavor, futile (not to mention lazy and 
irresponsible) to sit around any hope for things to get better.  Some 
times, we have take the initiative upon ourselves.

In central sterile processing, one organization, IAHCSMM, has been at 
the forefront of this for many, many years.  And other independent 
and group efforts are underway, organizations such as The Central 
Sterile Processing Initiative.  But a more concentrated effort is now 
needed if we are to move the profession forward.  If what we have 
been doing for years isn't giving us the results we both want and 
need, then it is clearly time to step back and evaluate.

It is the contention of The Central Sterile Processing Initiative 
that there are several areas upon which we should, as a profession, 
now be focused—mandatory certification is not the biggest hurdle and 
should not be our ultimate goal.  We can aim higher than even this 
lofty enterprise.  To learn more about these areas and our ideas, 
please visit The Central Sterile Processing Initiative's website.

But for the discussion at hand, we are interested in one topic alone, 
education.  Before the sterile processing professional can be lifted 
up, he or she need be worthy of such elevation.  It is time that we 
stopped treating sterile processing as any other support services 
area such as environmental or dietary and begin to focus on both the 
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clinical and technical aspects of the field.  This entails a much 
more educated technician.

The Central Sterile Processing Initiative's view of education is not 
centered upon simply plans of self-study, brief courses and seminars, 
and then, finally, passing a certification exam.  Rather, we proffer 
that the education of a sterile processing technician should be no 
less rigorous than that of any other technical/clinical associate's 
degree-level program.  The reasons for this should be obvious (the 
complex understanding of microbiology, chemistry, and physics 
required; infection control prevention, patient safety, etc.)

We know that this won't come quickly or even easy but it is a goal 
that we should be focused upon.  Certification should be second to 
such an educational paradigm shift.

The above being said, we are not opposed to certification—on the 
contrary!  Today, professional certification is the highest possible 
standard for the sterile processing professional and it is a MUST. 
We both recommend certification via CBSPD and IAHCSMM to all of our 
students and require it of our affiliate instructors.

How can we begin to implement the above recommended changes in our 
own professional arena?

First, let's take a look at the current educational situation. 
Today, the only real educational options for sterile processing 
educational progression are: 1) self study, 2) the occasional 
seminar/training session, 3) some course offerings via community and 
technical colleges, and 4) vendor sponsored programs and inservices.

Self study is a viable option for some, but it is limited in scope 
and not everyone does well without the appropriate structure of the 
classroom setting and fixed curriculum.

Seminars and the occasional training session are good opportunities 
for learning but self-limiting due to several factors.  For one, they 
aren't available in all locations and at regularly scheduled times. 
This makes is difficult for many.  As well, they, due to the short 
time frame which they run (anywhere from several hours to several 
days) only so much information can be conveyed.

The community/technical college offerings are good first steps, 
however, the problem again is location—they just aren't convenient 
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for the greater population as the sterile processing course offerings 
aren't standard programs as would be, say, radiology technician 
training.  As well, these programs can be costly.

Many vendors offer educational programs and some of these are indeed 
outstanding.  However, with vendor sponsored programs, there is 
always a catch—there is a clear product bias and, in many instances, 
this can cause more confusion than do good.  Vendor neutral 
educational programs are to be preferred.

Despite stating the negatives associated with the above, these are in 
fact integral parts of the sterile processing educational platform 
and are not to be shunned but rather seen merely for what they are—
ancillary educational arenas—but these alone cannot move the 
profession forward.  These are just first steps.

What we need is a fresh and new first step, a step that will provide 
for global educational opportunities for sterile processing 
professionals, via quality products, at an affordable price, and ON 
DEMAND.

This is one of the driving goals of The Central Sterile Processing 
Initiative—develop comprehensive online training curricula for 
sterile processing professionals that one can accessed at anytime, 
from anywhere, at an economy price so that we can put more and better 
education into the hands of those who would otherwise miss out on 
such opportunities.
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The Central Sterile Processing Initiative's Online 
Sterile Processing Training Program

The Central Sterile Processing Initiative is currently marketing an 
e-course set to go live on May 1, 2010!  This is the first in a long 
series of training products exclusively for sterile processing 
professionals, with many more to come.

Our online offerings are complete and comprehensive curricula, not 
itty bitty inservice articles with 5 easy multiple choice questions 
at the end that provide the student with no real challenge and thus 
no real growth.

Our course is designed and instructed by experts in the field...those 
who presently work in the field, have 5+ years experience in sterile 
processing, are certified and maintain their credentials, and who are 
active currently in the advancement of the profession.  We are an 
organization dedicated to and committed to YOU and your success in 
the sterile processing profession.

All of our products and services are backed by our 100% ironclad 
money back guarantee.

Do you have the desire to be the best possible sterile processing 
technician that you can be?  If you haven't already, please enroll in 
our course today and we will partner with you to help you reach that 
goal.  After all, it is ultimately about the patient on the table and 
the more knowledgeable tech is the better tech and better techs 
provide for greater safety for their patients!

Thank you for your support.

ENROLL IN OUR SPD BOOT CAMP TODAY BY CLICKING HERE. 
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